
A spectacular day at the Montpelier  
Hunt Races!  
Blue skies, perfect temperatures, wonderful 
friends old and new, an obscene amount of 
food, and a spot along the race track rail 
all created a fine experience for everyone. 
Our gathering was memorable with guests 
coming in from Charlottesville, Richmond, 
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Montpelier is committed to researching 
and interpreting African American 
history in an accurate, comprehensive, 
and compelling way. Our site enables 
us to share the stories from slavery 
through the struggles of Emancipation, 
Jim Crow, the Civil Rights movement, 
and current challenges. We cannot do it 
without your VOICE.

Zann Nelson & Rebecca Coleman

President Kat Imhoff welcomes guests

Ardelia Lawson & Lydia Neuroth

Petersburg, Williamsburg, Northern Virginia, 
Pennsylvania and, of course Orange County. 
Folks are already making plans for Saturday, 
November 4, 2017. Be sure to put it on the 
calendar!

Niya Bates & Betsy Sweeny
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The Fall 2016 Archaeology Expedition
 Twenty participants enjoyed a rich 
experience in Montpelier’s two-day 
archaeology program for descendants and 
local community members held in October. 
Working in the South Yard, participants 
excavated soil layers containing artifacts 
dating to the 1820s, recovering ceramic 
plates, buttons, animal bones, nails from 
the buildings, and more. Attendees included 
members of the Orange County African 
American Historical Society Board of 
Directors, descendants of the Tibbstown and 
Jacksontown communities in Orange County, 
as well as the county 
of Culpeper, and the 
City of Charlottesville. 
Also attending were 
special guests and 
friends of Joseph 
McGill of the Slave 
Dwelling Project.  

The Clara Ellis Payne Collection is now at 
Montpelier 
 The collection contains seventy three-
ring binders of primary source documents, 
including photographs and hand-written and 
typed notes pertaining to Orange County, 
Virginia African American families from 
the early nineteenth century to present 
day. The collection is the result of Mrs. 
Payne’s research interests in her own family 
lineage and her quest to compile all extant 
documentation relating to her ancestors and 
related families. She is related both directly 

A significant discovery! 
 This tooth excavated in 2015 
from the trash deposits in 
the South Yard has now been 
identified as human, though 
the ethnicity has yet to be 
determined. The molar bears 
a massive cavity and there is 
evidence of it being pulled. The 
tooth will be sent to a specialty lab 
with the intent to extract DNA and hopefully, 
information on the diet and health of the 
individual. An incisor that was located at the 
Gilmore Cabin during excavations in the Fall of 
2001 and a molar recovered from the Mount 
Pleasant site (the original Madison plantation 
home) will be sent as well. Once the DNA is 
recovered, the findings will be reported and 
next steps regarding possible links to living 
descendants determined. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please contact Matt 
Reeves at mreeves@montpelier.org. Matt Reeves

Participants and staff

Rev. Darryll Crump

Human molar 
discovered in  
South Yard

L-R: Donna Martin, Kara Jonas & Joann Brock

Unpacking the boxes of binders



James Madison’s Montpelier

“In all of us there is a hunger, 
marrow-deep, to know our heritage- 
to know who we are and where 
we have come from. Without this 
enriching knowledge, there is a 
hollow yearning. No matter what 
our attainments in life, there is still 
a vacuum, an emptiness, and the 
most disquieting loneliness.”   

—Alex Haley

Descendant Interviews:  
Oral histories and more  
Stories and information passed orally 
from generation to generation are crucial 
to uncovering African American history. 
Interviews with descendants often reveal 
dates of births, deaths, and marriages; 
names of ancestors; and places of 
residence and work. However, we are just 
as interested in experience as we are fact.  
We pointedly ask: “What was it like to grow 
up during segregation?” The emotional and 
psychological impacts of certain cultural and 
social events are valuable to understanding 
our shared history. For too long the African 
American voice has been overshadowed, if 
not ignored in our American story. Reliving 
these memories can be painful. That is why 
the ball is always in the interviewee’s court 
to decide when, what, and how much they 
will discuss on camera. Still, we urge all 
readers, regardless of their race, to consider 
sharing their stories. Each time an individual 
takes the courageous step of describing how 
a piece of history shaped his or her life, we 
move closer to understanding each other as 
human beings. Over the holiday season, we 
encourage you to share your story—with us, 
your family, your friends, and anyone who is 
willing to listen. Lydia Neuroth

Sold to Louisiana: A Journey for the Soul 
In 1834, James Madison sold sixteen 
enslaved men and women to William Taylor, 
a cousin to both James Madison and Zachary 
Taylor who moved them to a sugar plantation 
in Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana. We 
are now researching the names and lives 
of these ancestors with the ultimate hope 
of discovering a living descendant. It is an 
ambitious undertaking but well worth the 
effort. Follow the progress on www.facebook.
com/zannsplace. 

Taylor House in Pointe Coupee Parish, LA 2016
PHOTO COURTESY OF RICHARD SExTON

70 binders stored in archival 
boxes

and indirectly to many prominent African 
American surnames from the area including 
Madison, May, Ellis, McDaniel, McIntosh, 
Armstead, and 
Hill (to name 
only a few). For 
Montpelier in 
particular, Mrs. 
Payne’s family trees 
and biographical 
information 
about each of 
her relatives 
will be useful 
to Montpelier’s 
genealogical 
research on African 
Americans in 
Orange County. 
Lydia Neuroth



Contact and Upcoming Events

Upcoming Events
Zann Nelson, Director: Montpelier’s  
African American Descendants’ Project 
descendants.project@montpelier.org,  
M16439@aol.com or 540.718.3465

“The Mere Distinction of Color”  
June 4, 2017 exhibition opens  
to the public

2017 Archaeology Field School  
May 30 – June 30
Contact: www.Montpelier.org/
fieldschools

Montpelier is the lifelong home of James Madison, 
Father of the Constitution, Architect of the Bill of 
Rights, and fourth President of the United States. 
Montpelier is administered by The Montpelier 
Foundation, which seeks to inspire continuing 
public engagement with American constitutional 
self-government by bringing to life the home and 
contributions of James and Dolley Madison. The 
historic home and grounds are open to visitors and 
student groups throughout the year, and through 
the Robert H. Smith Center for the Constitution, 
Montpelier provides world-class residential and online 
educational programs. Montpelier is a National Trust 
Historic Site.  www.montpelier.org

The Voices newsletter is published by The Montpelier 
Foundation with Editor, Zann Nelson; Graphic 
Designer, Jeni Spencer ; and Contributors, Lydia 
Neuroth and Matt Reeves.
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Call to Descendants

RESEARCH: We can help if you need it! 
Many of you have already engaged in 
extensive research and we are eager to learn 
what you have gathered. INTERVIEWS: We 
want to record your stories, thoughts, and 
ideas! Please consider providing an EMAIL 
ADDRESS so that future newsletters may be 
sent electronically. CONTACT Zann Nelson 
to submit your email address, schedule an 
interview or discuss research possibilities.


